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points which must always be observed with care and
vigilance; and it is not only centrically placed with
reference to the territory likely to be assigned to the new
presidency, but it occupies an intermediate and conve-
nient station between Calcutta and Bombay; it is also
near the principal stations of the Bengal army, Muttra,
Meerut, &c.
" But upon the constitution of this and other subordi-
nate presidencies, I differ widely from the views enter-
tained by the president of the board, whose proposition
goes to degrade them into mere lieutenancies, stripped of
a council and deprived of all independent authority, the
supreme government being invested, to use the words of
Mr. Grant, with f ^.precedent and preventive, in place of a
subsequent and corrective control.' What functions of
government are these lieutenants intended to exercise?
We are told that they are to have a council of (secreta-
ries,' but are these ministerial officers to deliberate and
vote under a direct responsibility? And are they to be
remunerated with salaries equal to those which have
hitherto been received by the members of government ?
If so, there is only a change of name, and the executive
duties of the secretary will soon, no doubt, be consigned
to some inferior officer. If they are not to be -deliberative
and responsible functionaries, in what situation will not
the government be placed ? Some man of rank will be
appointed governor or lieutenant-governor who has never
seen aay thing of India, who is unacquainted with the
languages, manners, and feelings of the people, and who
must depend upon the advice of an irresponsible secretary
for conducting all the affairs of his government. The
members of council are not only qualified in general by
&dtr knowledge and experience to give wholesome advice
to the new governor, but they are a constant check upon
him, aad by recording their Minutes, when a difference